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To  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama: 

In  presenting  their  Report,  as  required  by  law,  to  the  last 
General  Assembly,  the  Trustees  of  the  University  set-out, 
with  some  particularity,  the  pressing  needs  of  the  Institu- 
tion and  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  enlightened  wisdom 
of  that  body  for  such  an  appropriation  as  would  enable  the 
Trustees,  in  some  measure,  to  supply  those  requirements. 

The  General  Assembly  responded  liberally  and  saga- 
ciously to  this  appeal,  and  although  the  work  undertaken 
has  not  been  completed,  the  beneficial  results  of  that  action 
were  early  apparent  and  are  already  beyond  the  anticipa- 
tions of  the  most  sanguine  friends  of  the  University. 

In  conformity  with  an  arrangement  made  with  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  no  money  was  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
until  the  interest  on  the  State  debt  payable  July  1st,  1883, 
had  been  provided  for,  consequently  no  expenditure  could 
be  incurred  in  the  way  of  building  until  after  that  time. 

Such  preliminary  work,  however,  as  was  practicable  was 
undertaken,  plans  for  buildings  were  invited  and  prepared, 
arrangements  for  making  the  brick  necessary  were  com- 
pleted, and  as  soon  as  the  first  money  was  received  the  work 
of  making  the  brick  was  begun.  The  first  kiln  was  fired  on 
the  24th  day  of  September,  1883,  and  the  last  kiln  on  the 
18th  day  of  November,  1884. 

We  have  made  in  all  over  a  million  and  a  half  of  excel- 
lent brick,  at  a  cost  much  less  than  they  could  have  been  pur. 


chased  at  in  any  accessible  market,  and  on  grounds  adjacent 
to  the  University,  so  that  they  could  be  placed  where  wanted 
at  comparatively  small  expense,  for  hauling. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  held  at 
Tuscaloosa,  November  5th,  1883,  several  plans  were  sub- 
mitted and  considered  and  the  one  finally  agreed  upon  was 
selected  with  entire  unanimity.  This  plan  comprised  a  cen- 
tral building  sixty  feet  front  with  a  depth  of  one  hundred 
feet,  in  which  the  Commencement  Hall,  Library  and  Chapel 
were  to  be  placed,  and  two  wings  starting  a  few  feet  from 
the  Central  Building  and  extending  in  front  each  way  as  far 
as  the  frontage  of  the  old  building  and  running  back  towards 
the  wings  of  that  building,  but  leaving  considerable  space 
between  them. 

When  completed  the  buildings  will  form  a  qudrangular 
having  a  large  court  in  the  centre. 

As  it  was  certain  that  the  appropriation  would  be  insuffi- 
cent  to  complete  the  buildings  according  to  the  plan  adopted, 
no  attempt  has  been  made  to  do  more  at  present  than  erect 
the  central  and  one  of  the  wing  buildings,  hoping  in  the 
early  future  to  be  able  to  build  the  other  wing  and  thus 
make  the  structure  complete.  The  wing  buildings  will  be 
three  stories  high.  The  lower  floors  will  be  used  for  class 
rooms  and  the  second  and  third  floors  for  dormitories.  The 
new  class  rooms  will  relieve  some  of  the  apartments  in  the 
present  building,  now  called  "  Alva  Woods  Hall,"  which 
have  been  used  for  recitations,  and  thus  make  a  gain  of  sev- 
eral dormitories  in  addition. 

Ground  was  broken  for  the  foundation  on  the  20th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1884.  A  "Memorial  Stone"  was  laid,  with  appro- 
priate ceremonies,  in  the  North  East  corner  of  the  Central 
Building,  on  the  5th  day  of  May,  1884,  just  fifty-two  years 
from  the  date  of  the  laying  of  the  Corner  Stone  of  the 
"Franklin  Hall"  of  the  old  University.  The  work  has  pro- 
gressed favorably,  and  so  far  has  been  well  and  thoroughly 


done.  The  wing  building  has  been  covered  in,  floors  laid, 
and  plasterers  and  painters  are  busily  at  work  inside.  We 
confidently  expect  this  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy 
by  Christmas  day.  The  walls  of  the  Central  Building  are 
up  and  the  timbers  for  the  roof  are  being  placed  in  position. 
The  entire  expenditures  on  account  of  the  new  buildings  to 
December  1st  were  thirty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents  ($39,858.56).  Detailed 
reports  of  the  progress  of  the  work  and  oi  the  expenditures 
incurred,  have  been  made  quarterly  to  the  Auditor  as  re- 
quired by  law. 

Although  it  was  knowu  that  the  new  buildings  had  not 
then  been  commenced,  yet  such  was  the  beneficent  effect  of 
the  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  referred  to  above,  and  the 
publicity  which  its  discussion  occasioned,  that  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session  of  1883-84  the  applications  for  admission 
were  so  numerous,  as  to  far  exceed  our  dormitory  accommo- 
tions  and  required  the  erection  of  temporary  barracks  which 
were  put  up  cheaply  and  hurriedly,  but  proved  to  be  very 
useful.  By  this  method  twelve  good  rooms  were  obtained 
capable  of  accommodating  twenty-five  to  thirty  students. 
When  it  was  found  that  the  new  dormitories  would  not  be 
ready  for  use  at  the  beginning  of  the  current  session,  these 
temporary  barracks  were  made  more  comfortable  and  are 
now  serving  an  excellent  purpose. 

During  the  scholastic  year  of  1881-82  the  number'  ofmat- 
ricnlates  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

In  the  succeeding  scholastic  year,  1882-83,  the  number 
reached  one  hundred  and  sixty-six,  and  in  the  session  of 
1883-84  the  number  increased  to  two  hundred.  The  increase 
the  current  session  is  considerable,  and  the  number  of  ma- 
triculates may  reach  two  hundred  and  thirty  or  more,  be- 
fore the  session  ends.  By  a  judicious  application  of  the 
lands  granted  the  University  by  a  recent  act  of  Congress, 
and  a  wise  and  conservative  administration  of  its  affairs,  a 
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great  future  seems  assured  to  this  institution  of  learning 
which  will  make  it  a  pride  and  glory  to  the  State. 

In  1882-83  there  were  twenty  seniors,  thirty-seven  juniors, 
forty-five  sophomores,  forty-three  freshmen,  two  post  grad- 
uates, and  nineteen  law  students.  At  the  Commencement 
in  1883,  seventeen  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  one 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  three  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Engineering,  and  fifteen  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
Sixty-six  students  succeeded  in  obtaining  ninety  per  cent, 
or  over  of  all  the  merit  marks  obtainable,  in  any  three  schools, 
and  were  placed  on  the  "  Roll  of  Distinguished  Students." 
In  the  session  of  1883-84  the  law  class  numbered  seventeen, 
resident  graduates  two,  seniors  thirty,  juniors  forty,  sopho- 
mores sixtv-eight,  freshmen  forty-two.  The  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Arts  was  conferred  on  twenty-two  students;  of  Bach- 
elor of  Engineering  on  eight;  of  Bachelor  ofLa^v  on  sixteen. 
The  Roll  of  Honor  for  1883-84  contained  the  names  of 
eighty-three  students,  the  largest  number  known  in  the 
history  of  the  University. 

The  morals,  health  and  studiousness  of  the  cadets  are  of 
a  high  order  and  the  discipline  enforced  is  firm  and  effective. 
Within  the  past  few  years  the  standard  of  scholarship  has 
been  gradually  elevated  and  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  Trus- 
tees to  continue  to  advance  it  as  opportunity  offers,  until  it 
reaches  the  high  plane  of  true  University  Education. 

Since  our  last  report,  a  former  President  of  the  University, 
a  name  well  known  throughout  the  South,  a  gentleman  dis- 
tinguished alike  by  his  virtues  and  his  modesty,  a  thorough 
disciplinarian,  a  ripe  scholar,  an  admirable  officer,  a  conscien- 
tious christian,  Gen.  Josiah  Gorgas,  passed  from  its  classic 
shades  to  the  "house  appointed  for  all  living."  Failing 
health  had  compelled  him  to  resign  the  position  of  Presi- 
dent some  time  before,  but  his  connection  with  the  Univer- 
sity continued  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Fitting  honors 
were  paid  to  his  mortal  remains,  and  the  memory  of  his  vir- 
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tues  and  worth  will  long  remain  a  precious  heritage  to  those 
who  were  privileged  to  know  him. 

The  exhibits  hereto  appended,  marked  "  A,  B,  0,  D,  and 
E,"  show  in  detail  the  receipts  and  disbursements  during 
the  two  fiscal  years  since  our  last  report,  to  which  we  re- 
spectfully refer,  but  a  brief  summary  of  them  may  be  of 
service.  It  will  be  remembered  that  there  are  two  distinct 
funds  belonging  to  the  University  ;  one  representing  mainly 
the  receipts  from  the  endowment  and  tuition  charges ; 
the  other  the  receipts  from  board,  washing,  surgeon  and 
hospital  fees  and  the  various  other  charges — tuition,  ex- 
cepted— made  to  Cadets.  The  former  is  called  the  "Uni- 
versity Fund:"  the  latter,  the  "Cadet  Fund."  All  the 
fixed  charges,  such  as  salaries,  insurance  and  general  ex- 
penses are  defrayed  from  the  University  fund  ;  the  expend- 
itures on  account  ol  subsistence  and  other  disbursements 
for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  Cadets  are  a  charge  upon 
the  Cadet  Fund.  Bearing  this  distinction  in  mind,  the 
tabular  statements  appended  will  be  readily  understood. 
From  these  statements,  it  appears  that  the  receipts  on  ac- 
count oi  "  University  Fund  "  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
17th,  1883,  including  the  balance  in   hands  of  treasurer  at 

beginning  of  said  year,  were $31 ,520.83 

Expenditures,  same  time,  were.. 25,352.16 

Leaving  balance  in  hands  of  treasurer 6. 168.07 

The  receipts  of  Cadet  Fund,  same  year,  were. . .    18,837.64 

The  disbursements,  same  time,  were : 19,887.78 

Showing  an  excess  over  receipts  of 1,050.14 

Adding  the  deficit  of  this  year  to  that  of  same 

fund,  as  shown  in  our  last  report 581.34 

We  have  a  total  deficit  on  account  of  this  fund  on 

June  17th,  1883,  of 1,631.48 

The  deficit  was  made  good  to  the  treasurer  by 

transferring  from  the  University  Fund  to  the 

Cadet  Fund  the  sum  of 1,631.00 
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The  receipts  of  University  Fund  for  the  fiscal 

year  ending  June  16th,  1884,  were 25,973.78 

To  which  add  balance  in  treasurer's  hands  June 

17,  '83 6,168.67 

And  we  have  an  available  total  on  this  account  of.  32,142.35 
The  disbursements  for  the  year  charged  to  this 

fund  were 30,832.41 

Leaving  balance  in  the  treasury  June  17th,  1884.  1,310.04 
A  comparison  of  the  accounts  for  the  two  years  would 
indicate  an  increased  expenditure  in  the  last  year  of  $5,480.25 
over  the  disbursements  from  this  fund  during  the  preceding 
year,  but  a  glance  at  the  tabular  statements  will  show  that 
the  most  of  this  increase  was  of  an  unusual  character.  For 
example,  the  preparation  for  work  on  the  new  buildings  re- 
quired two  extra  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Trustees — making 
three  within  the  year— whereas,  on  the  previous  year,  only 
one  meeting  was  necessary.  Then  there  was  the  appropria- 
tion to  the  Cadet  Fund,  to  make  good  the  deficiency  noted 
above,  the  sum  of  $1,631.00 — an  expenditure  for  temporary 
barracks  of  $1,112.90;  for  equipping  the  Corps  of  Cadets 
$256.00,  and  for  repairs  of  buildings  and  grounds  $1,377.30, 
against  $288.19  the  previous  year.  .  The  increase  of  students 
also  required  an  increase  of  teaching  force,  and  the  expend- 
itures on  account  of  salaries  for  President,  Professors,  and 
Tutors  were  $21,641.56,  against  $20,874.90  the  previous 
year. 

.  The  receipts  of  Cadet  Fund  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  in- 
cluding $1,631.00  from  University  Fund,  were. .  $25,840.15 

The  disbursements,  for  the  same  time,  were 25,068.27 

Leaving  a  balance  in  hands  of  treasurer  and  quar- 
termaster of. 771.88 

showiug  a  recovery  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  of  nearly  all 
the  deficit  of  the  previous  year.  Considering  the  reduced 
cost  of  provisions  and  the  larger  attendance  of  Cadets,  we 
may  reasonably  expect  that  the  Cadet  Fund  will  be  able,  at 
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the  close  of  this  fiscal  year,  to  return  the  amount  borrowed 
from  the  University  Fund  and  still  have  a  balance  on  the 
credit  side  of  the  account.  The  increased  receipts  over- 
balancing the  increased  expenditures  of  this  fund  on  ac- 
count of  larger  attendance,  has  enabled  the  Trustees  to 
make  very  desirable  improvements  in  the  variety  of  food 
and  more  particularly  in  the  table  furniture  and  appoint- 
ments of  the  Mess  Hall,  and  they  are  confident  that  in 
these  important  particulars,  our  boarding  department  is  not 
excelled  by  that  of  any  College  in  the  country. 

We  believe  that  plenty  of  good,  substantial  food,  and  that 
properly  prepared,  is  as  necessary  to  the  health  of  the  cadets 
as  it  is  conducive  to  their  comfort. 

Should  it  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, the  Trustees  would  be  glad  to  have  a  joint  committee 
of  your  body  visit  the  University,  inspect  the  buildings  in 
process  of  erection,  examine  the  plans  for  completing  the 
structure  and  make  such  investigation  of  the  details  and 
manner  of  the  expenditures  on  account  of  said  buildings  as 
your  wisdom  may  suggest  or  their  inclination  may  prompt. 

In  conclusion  we  would  refer  with  hope  and  gratification 
to  the  growing  interest  manifested  in  the  cause  of  education 
by  the  people  of  Alabama.  From  the  primary  public  school 
to  the  high  schools,  colleges  and  the  University  of  the 
State — all  seem  to  have  shared  in  this  awakened  sentiment 
and  to  have  made  marked  advancement  during  the  last  two 
years.  Much  of  this  progress  is  due  to  the  enlightened  and 
liberal  action  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  in  giving  aid, 
beyond  constitutional  requirement,  to  the  public  schools  of 
the  State,  and  extending  a  friendly  hand  to  the  Agricultu- 
ral and  Mechanical  College  and  the  University  of  Alabama. 
All  these  are  but  parts  of  one  harmonious  system  and  are 
essential  to  its  completeness.  It  is  a  noteworthy  and  grat- 
ifying fact  that  an  increasing  number  of  the  trained  grad- 
uates of  the  University  are,  year  by  year,  engaging  in  the 
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important  work  of  instructing  the  youth  of  Alabama  in  the 
public  schools  as  well  as  in  academies  and  high  schools,  and 
thus  the  good  seed  sown  by  your*  predecessors  will,  unless 
blighted  by  unfriendly  or  retrograde  legislation,  continue  to 
fructify  and  yield  an  ever  increasing  harvest  to  the  material 
benefit  as  well  as  to  the  honor  and  greatnes  of  the  State. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Willis  G.  Clajrk, 
N.  H.  R.  Dawson, 
E.  Morgan, 

Committee  for  Trustees. 
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EXHIBIT  A. 

Receipts  on  Account  University  Fund,  1882-1883. 
1882. 

June  17.       Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer $  5,718  78 

From  State  Treasurer 24,000  00 

Tuition  Fees 1,594  00 

Rents 109  80 

Sale  Monte vallo  lot 75  00 

Sale  Diplomas .'  23  25 

Disbursements  on  same  Account. 

To  salaries  of  President,  Professors,  Tutors,  Treas- 
urer and  Librarian 

Mechanic 

Commutation  for  rent  (paid  Professors) 

Music 

Secretary  Board  of  Tustees 

Members  of  Board  of  Trustees   

Insurance  

Library 

Law  Department 

Contingent  Fund , 

(Cooking)  Range 

Chemical  Department 

Repairs  on  Hospital 

General  Repairs 

F.  M,  Davis  (refunded) 

Rev.  J.  R.  Burgett,  D.  D 

Organ 

Prize  in  Oratory 

Catalogue  and  Advertising 

J.  W.  Worthington 

Tuition  refunded 

Express  on  currency 

Freight,  Ala.  Great  So.  R.  R 

Encyclopaedia 

1883. 
June  16.  Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer 


$20,874  90 

458  26 

450  00 

175  00 

250  00 

215  40 

907  00 

50  00 

21  50 

.  512  13 

360  83 

174  70 

131  60 

156  59 

27  50 

50  00 

75  00 

25  00 

310  30 

25  00 

10  00 

28  00 

41  45 

22  00 

6,168  67 

$31,520  83    $31,520  83 
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EXHIBIT    "B." 

Receipts  on  Account  of  University  Fund,  1883-1884. 
1883. 

June  16.     Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer $  6,168  67 

From  State  Treasurer 24,000  00 

Tuition 1,660  00 

Rents  .  : 159  78 

Contingent  Fund 126  00 

Diploma  Fees 28  00 

Disbursements  on  same  Account. 

To  President,  Professors,  Tutors,  Treasurer  and 

Librarian,  salaries .$21,641  56 

Members  of  Board  of  Trustees 608  10 

Mechanic's  wages 591  66 

Contingent  Fund 602  85 

Rev.  A.  S.  Andrews,  I).  D 50  00 

Insurance 17  84 

Expenses  Committee  to  Legislature 463  36 

Appropriation  for  expenses  of  Build'gCom.  .  500  00 

Cadet  Fund 1,631  00 

Music 260  00 

Prize  in  Oratory 25  00 

Dr.  E.  A.  Smith,  expenses 100  00 

Telephone 25  00 

Transferring  Currency  from  Montgomery. ...  30  00 

Commutation  for  Rent 600  00 

Repairs  on  Buldings  and  Grounds 1,377  30 

Salary  of  Secretary  of  Board  of  Trustees 250  00 

Range  and  Coffee  Roaster 114  90 

Catalogue  and  Advertising 319  94 

Library 50  00 

Chemicals 100  00 

Temporary  Barracks 1,112  90 

University  Monthly 5  00 

Equipment  Alabama  Corps  Cadets 256  00 

Burial  Expenses,  General  Gorgas 100  00 

1884. 

June  16.     To  balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer 1,310  04 


$32,142  45     $32,142  45 
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EXHIBIT  C. 

Statement  of  Receipts  on  General  Cadet  Fund  for  1882-83,  as  shown  by 
Books  of  Treasurer. 

From  Cadets $18,313  00 

"      Professors 452  50 

"     W.  H.  Jemison,  Q.  M 72  14 

Balance  due  Treasurer 1,631  48 

Disbursements  on  same  account. 

To  Balance  due  Treasurer  July  1,  '82 $        581  34 

"  Check  for  W.  H.  Jemison,  Q.  M 808  30 

"  Salary  of  W.  H.  Jemison,  Q.  M.,  for  June.  83  33 

"  Salary  of  J.  J.  Harris,  Q.  M 916  63 

"  Checks  for  J.  J.  Harris,  Q.  M 18,079  52 

$20,469  12    $20,469  12 

Statement  of  Receipts  on  General  Cadet  Fund  for  1883-84,  as  shown  by 
Books  of  Treasurer. 

From  University  Fund $  1,631  00 

"      Cadets 23,849  15 

"     Professors 360  00 

Disbursements  on  same  account. 

To  Balance  due  Treasurer $  1,631  48 

"  Salary  of  Quartermaster 1,183  33 

"  Checks  favor  J.  J.  Harris,  Q.  M 22,313  96 

"  Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer 711  38 


$25,840  15     $25,840  15 
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EXHIBIT  D. 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  from  the  Cadet  Fund  for  the 
Fiscal  Year  1882-83,  as  shown  by  books  of  Quartermaster. 

RECEIPTS. 

To  amount  received  from  former  Quartermaster. .  .  $        72  14 

"     ■*       "          Board 12,872  55 

"              "          Washing 1,558  20 

Fuel,  lights.  &e 2,556  55 

Surgeons' fees 783  00 

Library  fees 26100 

Damage  fees 705  00 

"              "          Cash  deposit 29  20 

due  Treasurer  to  balance 1,631  48— $20,469  12 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  am't  paid  on  drafts  of  former  Quartermaster.  .$      808  30 

due  Treasurer  as  per  acc't  rendered 581  34 

paid  for  subsistence 11,218  59 

' '      Washing 1 ,552  50 

"       Fuel  and  lights 1,879  38 

"       Surgeons'  fees 783  00 

"       Library  fees 232  00 

"       Quartermaster's  stores 345  64 

"       General  miscellany 1,000  56 

"       Stationery 44  40 

"       Medicines 312  45 

"       Hospital 350  50 

"       Refunded  to  Cadets 160  50 

"       Quartermaster's  salary 916  63 

"       Former  Quartermaster 83  33 

Cash  on  hand ■ 200  00— $20,469  12 
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EXHIBIT  E. 

Statement   of    Receipts  and  Disbursements  from  the   Cadet  Fund  for 
Fiscal  year  1883-1884,  as  shown  by  books  of  Quartermaster. 

RECEIPTS. 


To  amount  fror 


received  for  Board 15,741  53 


University  Fund $  1,631  00 


Washing 

Fuel,  Lights,  &c 

Surgeons'  Fees 

Library  Fees 

Hospital  &  Med.  Fees. 

Laboratory  Fees 

Damage  Fees 

Cash  Deposit 

"      on  hand  June  17,  1883 


2,031  57 
3,262  25 

988  50 

329  50 

494  25 

160  00 

950  00 
51  55 

200  00— $25,840  15 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


By  an 


ount  paid  for  Subsistence $13,460  59 

Washing 2,063  30 

Fuel,  Lights,  &c 1,783  00 

Surgeons'  Fees 975  00 

Library  Fees 333  50 

Quartermaster's  Stores 742  50 

General  Miscellany 1,138  59 

Stationery 

Medicines  

Hospital 

Laboratory  fees 

Refunded  Cadets 

Q.  M.  Salary 

Treasurer  due  by  last  report 1,631 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands 

"         "  Q.  M.'s  hands  to"  balance 


79 

70 

415 

20 

205 

29 

150 

40 

906 

39 

183 

33 

631 

48 

711 

38 

60  50- 

-$25,840  15 

^ 


A. 


3  0112  105605346 


